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1.    The civil services in a representative democracy assume even greater 
significance at the time of elections. Comment  
 
Introduction: 
 
Civil servants are the heart and soul of public administration; they play a very important role 
in keeping the continuity of government irrespective of parties in power. During elections, 
they play a very important role and in words of Ex-President Pranab Mukherjee, civil 
servants are the guardian of the electoral process.  
 
The role played by civil servants during elections: 
 

• Conduct of elections: They play a huge role in the conduct of elections in the 
country. The Chief election commissioner, election commissioners all belong to civil 
services. 

• Preparation for elections: They play a huge role in the preparation phase of the 
election like preparing electoral role, addition, and deletion of names into voter’s 
list etc. 

• Clean and fair elections: They help in the conduct of clean and fair election without 
any influence of muscle power, money power etc.  

• Model code: They help in the implementation of model code of conduct during the 
election and punishing in case of any excess. 

• Cancellation: Civil servants (Election commission officials) are empowered to cancel 
the election in a particular region or booth or cancel votes casted by individuals in 
case of rigging, booth capturing etc. 

• Nominations and declaration: Civil servants play a major role in accepting the 
nomination of candidates, conducting elections in his jurisdiction, declaring results 
of elections and announcing winning candidates.  

 
Conclusion: 
 
Provide a brief conclusion. You can end by saying; Civil servants like T.N Seshan, N. 
Gopalaswami have played a very huge and significant role in maintaining the sanctity of the 
election process in India.  
 
 

2. Elaborate upon the concept of ‘good governance’. What are its constituents? 
Explain.   

 
Introduction: 
 
Good governance is an indeterminate term used in international development literature to 
describe how public institutions conduct public affairs and manage public resources. 
 
According to the World Bank, following are the indications for good governance: 
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•    Voice & Accountability. 
•    Political Stability and Lack of Violence. 
•    Government Effectiveness. 
•    Regulatory Quality. 
•    Rule of Law. 
•    Control of Corruption. 
 

 
 
Constituents of good governance are:  
 

 Participation – People should be able to voice their own opinions through legitimate 
immediate organizations or representatives. Example: MP’s, Pressure Groups. 

 Rule of Law – Legal framework should be enforced impartially, especially on human 
right laws. Example: Constitutional Democracy. 

 Consensus-Oriented – Mediates differing interests to meet the broad consensus on 
the best interests of a community. Example: GST council- center and states together. 

 Equity and Inclusiveness – People should have opportunities to improve or maintain 
their well-being. Example: affirmative policies for women, children, and backward 
classes. 

 Effectiveness and Efficiency – Processes and institutions should be able to produce 
results that meet the needs of their community while making the best of their 
resources. Example: Aadhar ensuring targeted delivery, eliminating ghost 
beneficiaries’ thus optimum use of limited government resources.   

 Accountability – Governmental institutions, private sectors, and civil society 
organizations should be held accountable to the public and institutional 
stakeholders. Example: elections. 

 Transparency – Information should be accessible to the public and should be 
understandable and monitored. Example: RTI, Draft bills made public to get 
feedback. 
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 Responsiveness – Institutions and processes should serve all stakeholders, respond 
to their grievances. Example: GST council rationalizing tax structure and a slew of 
measures keeping in mind MSME sector, PRAGATI Platform. 

 
 
Provide a brief conclusion 
 

3. The association of IT and governance can be cohesive and bear fruit only when 
the populace is digitally literate. Discuss.  
 
Introduction: 
 
The association of IT and governance can be termed as E-governance, which in simple terms 
refers to the application of Information and communication technology (ICT) for delivering 
government services, exchange of information, communications between government to 
citizens and business.  
 
The primary reason for initiating IT in governance is to deliver superior services at an 
affordable and faster time. 
 
Major benefits of E-governance are: 
 
•    Transparency and accountability. 
•    Faster service delivery. 
•    Corruption elimination. 
•    Increased participation of people. 
 
One of the major issues in exploiting the association of IT in governance is digital illiteracy in 
India. Major impediments to digital literacy are: 

 Poverty: the majority of the masses, who live below the poverty line having less 
accessibility and awareness about digital technologies. 

 Pressure on exchequer: One of the difficult tasks for the govt. is to spend on digital 
literacy initiatives to which exchequer has to bear a huge cost. 

 Technology: Availability of vast and advanced technology in India is another major 
impediment.  

 
Ways in which digital literacy can be improved: 
 

• Awareness: Create awareness about the use and advantages of new/digital 
technology 

• Workshops: Workshops to train people in rural areas on how to use ICT. 
• Physical Infrastructure: Creating proper infrastructure like communication towers, 

digital networks as well as providing low-cost equipment to economically weaker 
sections. 
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• Incentives: Monetary benefits should be provided by the government to attract 
people to use ICT. 

• Languages: Instructions should be provided in local languages so that it becomes 
easier for people to adapt to new technology. 

 
Government steps were taken in these areas: 
 

• PMGDISHA. 
• Digital India. 
• CPGRAMS. 
• Bharatnet.  
• Megh Raj. 

 
Conclusion:  
 
Through various initiatives, it has been proved that when IT is enabled in government 
services (E-governance) there have been drastic changes in the delivery of service like 
Aadhar based PDS, Telangana Government’s right to clearance act, Sharam Suvidha portal, 
Common service centers etc. So government should take proper steps to bridge the digital 
divide by taking efforts for digital literacy so that E-governance can be a huge success.  
 

4. Why is it important to have a bottom-up and decentralized approach towards 
governance in a democratic country like India? Examine.  
 
Introduction: 
 
The top-down theory proved ineffective in improving the social indicators (such as poverty) 
as seen in India’s poor rank in UNDP’s Human Development Index. Hence, the policy makers 
suggested a shift towards a bottom-up approach. Bottoms up approach is where people 
must be assessed about their requirement and customized programmes must be devised to 
address the issues rather than one size fit all approach. 
 
Need for a bottom-up and decentralized approach for India: 
 

 Identification of real beneficiaries: Many of the government initiatives have ghost 
and unwanted beneficiaries who corner most and leave little for needy. Ex: PM 
Gramin Awas Yojana uses data from the Gram Sabha level. 

 Targeted delivery: Targeted delivery of public service such as in Direct Benefit 
Transfer Scheme, LPG schemes, Foodgrains, Fertilizer subsidies etc.  

 Reduction on leakages and corruption: for e.g. social audit of government schemes. 

 Better implementation at the ground level – for e.g. SMS-enabled PDS system in 
Chhattisgarh. 

 Inclusive and regionally balanced growth: Each region in India varies in terms of 
social and physical development so each needs a different approach. Ex: Due to 
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different literacy levels of Kerala and Bihar, they require unique approaches instead 
of a common centrally sponsored scheme. 

 Political accountability: It helps in bringing political accountability as villagers get a 
voice in the governance of the village. Ex: Gram Sabha as decision making body at a 
village level. 

 Social empowerment and inclusive development: better representation to different 
sections of the society like SCs and STs. Making them part of the development story. 

 Efficiency: Due to local advantages like knowing people, language, Local terrain etc. 
there will be an efficient implementation of schemes.  

 
Issues with the decentralized approach:  
 

 Devolution: Even though large powers are devolved to states through federal 
principles, states are reluctant to pass them on to local government’s making 
bottom-up approach non-existent in many regions.  

 Capacity building: Lack of necessary capacity either in terms of finance, Human skills, 
physical infrastructure etc. are lacking in India. 

 Hyper-Regionalism: There are chances of growth of hyper-regionalism. Ex: Demand 
for new states and separatist tendencies among political parties in certain regions.  

 Dominant caste: All major public offices, benefits from government initiatives are 
cornered by dominant castes. Ex: 97% of OBC quota benefits go to just a quarter of 
all sub-castes. 

 
Conclusion:  
 
Starting from the 73rd and 74th amendments to the recent GST Council reflects the shift 
towards a bottom-up planning approach. It has been felt that states need to be made equal 
stakeholders in national development. Decision making should be decentralized to the grass 
root level to make India a truly participative democracy.  
 

5. Effective and speedy grievance redressal is an integral component of good 
governance. Elucidate.   
 
Introduction: 
 
Grievance redressal refers to receiving and processing complaints received from citizens in 
government setup. Effective and speedy grievance redressal is said to be an integral 
component of good governance.  
 
 
Grievance redressal process in India: 
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Grievances from the public are received at various points in different ministries/ 
departments in the Government of India. However, there are primarily two designated 
nodal agencies in the union government handling these grievances.  
 
These agencies are:  

 Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Ministry of Personnel, 
Public Grievances & Pensions. 

 Directorate of Public Grievances, Cabinet Secretariat. 

 Centralized Public Grievances Redress and Monitoring System (CPGRAMS): Was 
launched by the department of administrative reforms and public grievances for 
receiving, redressing and monitoring of grievances from the public 

 
Impediments in speedy and effective grievance redressal are usually: 
 

 Fractured policies. 

 Corruption in government departments. 

 Maladministration. 

 Lack of adequate infrastructure.  

 Non-availability or lack of supply of essential or delays. 

 Financial issues.  

 Lack of proper procedure or ignorance to procedures. 

 Unsympathetic attitude towards common public by officials.  

 New responsibilities and multiplication of work leading to less time for grievance 
redressal. 

 
Way forward: 
 

 User friendly: Making government applications user friendly and availability in local 
languages. 

 Citizens charter: Every office should display at a prominent place its organizational 
structure, indicating names of officers and their functions, and location of their 
rooms. 

 Presence: Officials should be present during working hours to address the public 
grievance and taking strict action against non-redressal.  

 Standard Procedures: Every application or petition should be acknowledged through 
standard acknowledgement slips. Fixed time period for addressing the complaints 
etc.  

 Finance: Delegation of adequate financial and administrative powers at operational 
levels. 
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6. What role has the Right to Information (RTI) played in the quest towards 
effective governance? Discuss.   
 
Introduction: 
 
Right to Information was introduced in India in 2005. Considered to be a breakthrough for 
bringing transparency and accountability in governance, it was enacted with much fanfare 
and turned out to be the most widely discussed legislation by the citizenry of India. 
 
The role played by RTI towards bringing effective governance: 
 

 Corruption: It has played a huge role in bringing to light various corruptions and 
irregularities like Vyapam scam, Adarsh housing society scam, Irregularities in 
MGNREGA etc. Ex: Villagers in Madhubani district, Bihar used RTI to expose a solar-
light scam, leading to charges against 200 corrupt officials. 

 Empowered people to question government: It empowered the people to question, 
audit, review, examine, and assess government acts and decisions to ensure that 
these are consistent with the constitutional principles.  

 Accountability: RTI Act empowered the people to seek a definite and direct answer 
from the officials of their works, sought information regarding various issues 
affecting their lives and well-being.  

 Transparency: Right to Information Act is intended to promote accountability and 
transparency in government by making the process of government decision making 
more open to public scrutiny.  

 Service delivery: RTI has helped inefficient delivery of government services to 
targeted and intended beneficiaries. Ex: In the model district of Mochha, 
Chhattisgarh, people are using RTI to secure employment, scholarships, and 
pensions for the elderly. 

 Other areas: Skill development, Capacity building, women empowerment, youth 
development, democratic rights, rights and entitlements of the underprivileged, 
abuse of executive discretion and the strengthening of participative and good 
governance. 

 
Issues with RTI: 
 

 Personal enmity and settle political scores: Frivolous RTI applications are filed to 
settle political scores or take revenge based on personal enmity.  

 Attacks on Activists: There have been quite a few cases where activists were killed 
for exposing scams. Ex: Forty activists who had demanded crucial information, with 
the potential to expose corruption within the government, had been killed. 

 Decision making: There are various concerns that RTI stifles decision making, it 
makes the officials stay cautious and averse to take the risk. 

 Policy Paralysis: bureaucrats are reluctant in taking bold decisions because of the 
fear of getting questioned and public criticism leading to policy paralysis. 

 Exemptions: Many RTI applications are blocked under section 8(2) of the act citing 
the reason of National security the ambit of which remains unclear. 
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 Judiciary: The judiciary which is a front-runner in implementing RTI via various laws 
and interpretations and also has urged Political parties and RBI to come under it, has 
itself insulated itself from the ambit of RTI which makes the entire judiciary laughing 
stock to the public. 

 
Conclusion:  
 
RTI act is one of the landmark legislation in India which has brewed a social revolution and 
has played a vital role in the governance. Given certain shortcomings, if they are addressed 
timely, then it can usher in an era of transparent, accountable and participatory governance 
in India. 
 

7. What do you understand by ‘minimum government, maximum governance’? 
Bring out its significance in India’s context.  
 
Introduction:  
 
‘Minimum government, maximum governance’ is the slogan used by present Prime minister 
of India since it came to power. It refers to reducing the role of government where it is in 
excess (minimum government) and making a citizen-friendly and accountable government 
(maximum governance). The objective is to make government efficient and inclusive, reduce 
red-tapism thereby improving ease of doing business etc. 
 
The significance of Minimum government, Maximum governance: 
 

 Efficiency: It has increased efficiency in government service delivery. Like doing away 
with the submission of affidavits has greatly led to the reduction in time and effort 
on the part of both the citizen as well as the officials in many Government offices. 

 Corruption: Use of technology has increased transparency functioning and reduced 
interaction between public and officials have greatly reduced corruption.  

 Grievance redressal: leveraging technology in public interface has brought in a 
robust public grievance redress system. 

 Ease of doing business: Emphasis on simplification and rationalization of the existing 
rules and introduction of information technology has improved ease of doing 
business. 

 Empowerment: Gives power in the hands of people to develop socially and 
economically within defined boundaries based on local needs.  

 The cost to exchequer: It will reduce wastage of money to the exchequer through 
savings in form of salaries, expenditure to run various departments and ministries.  

 Productive Industries: By weeding out non-performing public sector companies, and 
those which cannot run without government pumping in cash on a routine basis. 

 Transparency and Accountability: With fewer departments and ministries, there can 
be well-designated authorities and also trail left to identify the person responsible 
for each decision. 
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8.    Examine the ways in which the social institution of ‘marriage’ has undergone 
changes in India.     
 
Introduction: 
 
Marriage is considered to be the oldest, the most basic and fundamental institutions in the 
sub-systems of the society. In ancient Indian society, marriage was regarded as a highly 
sacred institution which involves the meeting of the minds between the spouses for 
material as well as psychological satisfaction. 
 
The institution of marriage has undergone several changes over a period of time as 
follows: 
 

 Polygamy to Monogamy: Ancient Indian society followed polygamy among upper 
castes which have been replaced with monogamy. The practice of Bigamy or 
polygamy is prohibited by law and punishable.  

 Union of a family to individuals: Before, marriage was considered as the union of two 
families but off late it has given way for individual preferences. Olden days, Bride 
and Groom would not even meet or talk before marriage but now the tables have 
turned.  

 Male domination to Equality: Husband was seen as lord or master in marriage setup 
and women were always lower in the hierarchy. Even though it is still present certain 
pockets, but in urban spaces, the concept of equality has prevailed between couples 
and matches is made between equals.  

 Divine protection to Legal protection: There was no concept of registration of 
marriage in early days but now marriages have to be registered and given legal 
protection under the law.  

 Remarriage: In olden days, if women attain widowhood, she dies a widow and 
looked down upon in society. But of late, there is an increased number of widow 
remarriage and sati as a practice is extinct.  

 Inter-caste marriage: Though frowned upon and avoided in major regions, but it is 
slowly gaining acceptance in urban spaces. Though a concept called honor killings 
happens in certain pockets of the country. 

 Child marriage: Child marriage was widely practiced and prevalent in past, but it is 
punishable by law if practiced in present times.  

 Divorce: There was no concept of divorce in ancient Indian society. It was believed 
that marriage is not only for a lifetime but seven lives. At present, in the case of non-
compatibility, there is an option of divorce through legal means.  

 Dowry: Dowry was an accepted practice in India whether Bride family giving it to 
groom or vice versa, even though present unofficially, it is banned by law and 
punishable if practiced.  

 Acceptance of singlehood: Traditionally marriage was considered the ultimate goal 
of life for both men and women. Unmarried women or men were considered 
inauspicious and attracted a lot of suspicions but at present, there is increased 
acceptance of singlehood and career has become a major goal and marriage has 
taken back seat.  
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Conclusion:  
 
Though over a period of time, there were many flaws which have been identified and 
corrected still certain elements are present. A change in thought process needs to be 
initiated to change this societal trait. The youth need to step up and take initiative. As India 
is developing it is time to think logically and make requisite adjustments which benefit 
society as a whole. 
 

9. Why does caste remain a dominant and pervasive social reality in India? 
Contextualise.  
 
Introduction 
 
The caste system which we see today is very different from the one that existed before 
colonial rule. Before Britishers, there was no concept of caste but only varnas which were 
based on occupation and was flexible which is different from as seen today (caste) which is 
based on birth.  
 
Caste remains a very dominant and pervasive social reality in India due to several factors 
which date back to Colonial days:  
 

 Caste-based census: Starting from 1881, census, including caste of people, were 
carried out which is continued to this day. Also, there was an attempt to build a 
hierarchy of caste based on the census data. The censuses became a catalyst for an 
increased consciousness about their caste and its status among the Indian people. 

 GOI Act, 1935: The legal framework under this act led to the formation of scheduled 
castes and scheduled tribes. 

 Dominant caste: The practice of land holding on basis of caste further increased the 
importance of the system and this created dominant caste groups which control 
political and public space till today. 

 Biased picture: a Biased study of historians to depict wide segregation in Hindu 
society existing from ancient times also played a big role in entrenching caste-based 
divisions. 

 Aryan-Dravidian theory: The “Aryan invasion” theory deepened the caste system on 
lines of upper and lower castes along with original inhabitants (Tribals and Dalits) as 
well as North-South divide within India. 

 Reservations: Reservations in government jobs, Educational institutions etc. based 
on caste has further established caste as a dominant factor that is hard to do away 
with. 

 Politics: All political parties give great weight to the caste factor in selecting their 
candidates, in allocating constituencies to their candidates and in canvassing support 
for their nominees in the election. 
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 Caste-based associations and pressure groups: The formation of caste association 
and the important role they have in influencing voting pattern. Even political parties 
are considering caste as a vote bank. 

 Inequality: Economic inequality, Lack of access to better livelihood, caste-based jobs, 
Unemployment etc. have further deepened assertions by caste groups.  

 Pride: Wearing caste as a badge of honour based on ancient/Mythical stories (like 
Martial race, Royal Priest class), victories in wars, ancient kingdoms etc.  

 The upper castes owing to western education moved on to caste-neutral jobs like 
clerks, lawyers, doctors etc. but the lower castes were still following their traditional 
jobs which increased their solidarity. 

 
Conclusion:  
 
The modern caste system is a direct descendant of the British colonial interventions but the 
continuation of communal violence, honour killings, the implementation of the Mandal 
report in 1990 deepened the caste lines, existence of Caste- related politics even after 
independence shows that we are accepting and encouraging the promotion of the caste 
system and it is here to stay.  
 

10. Working women in India face challenges on multiple fronts. Do you agree? 
Illustrate 
 
Introduction: 
 
With the spread of education and government initiatives, women have shifted their role and 
dreams from being inside the four walls of a home to vibrant careers. But still, with society 
being traditional in the country, they are expected to fulfil family roles along with various 
other issues. 
 
Challenges faced by working women: 
 

• Family role: One of the biggest challenges they face is, even though they might be 
advancing very high in their career they are still expected to fulfill their family 
duties i.e. duty as Daughter, Daughter-In-Law, Mother, Wife and are expected keep 
it as a priority over others.  

• Financial independence: Even though they might be earning, they do not have any 
authority over their money. Majority of women have to give away their earnings to 
Husband or parents or In-laws. The times are changing but still, there is a long way 
to go. 

• Infrastructure: Lack of adequate infrastructure like proper toilet facility, Washroom 
facility, changing rooms for women in office space prevent women from working 
long hours. 

• Lactating mothers: When a woman is lactating, there is a lack of proper place to 
breastfeed the baby or any other facility associated for mothers with babies. 
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• Harassment at workspace: There is lack of gender sensitivity and proper redressal 
mechanism in place to handle harassment of women in workspace even though the 
government has come up with Vishaka guidelines and other acts like Maternity 
benefits Act etc. 

• Flexibility: To be able to be approachable for her specific needs or be considerate 
for her needs like flexible working hours.  

• Break during pregnancy: when she is back after a gap she doesn’t get the job she 
deserves and thus, another set of challenges and struggles are set for her. 

• Social norms by associations: Associations like Khap Panchayat play a major role in 
restricting the empowerment of women and curtail their freedom. 

• Promotions: Corporates still defy gender norms and prevent the accession of 
women to top positions. 

• Wage gap: Women earn as low as 63% as compared to men. 
 
Way forward: 
 

• Adequate maternity, crèches at the workplace, child support centres etc. 
• The corporate glass ceiling which discourages in higher management roles for 

women needs to be broken. 
• The Gender Wage gap needs to be removed.  
• Safety of women in public needs to be ensured through effective policing and 

judicial system. 
• Resources like land, houses in the name of women as being done under Pradhan 

Mantri Awas Yojana. 
• Providing land ownership rights to women especially female farmers. 
• Effective implementation of the Maternity Benefits Act, Women reservations, 

Vishaka Guidelines, and MUDRA scheme etc.  
 

11. Comment upon the tribal diversity of India. Also, examine the socio-economic 
challenges being faced by the tribal population.  
 
Introduction: 
 
Tribal people in India are called “Adivasi”. They constitute 8.6 percent of total India’s 
population. There are more than 573 communities recognized by the government as 
scheduled tribes in India. This is the largest population of the tribal people in the world. 
Majority of the Tribal population is concentrated in Central India with roughly 75% of the 
total tribal population residing in there. 
 
Tribal diversity of India: 
 

• Hill Tribes: These tribal groups live in a belt along the Himalayas stretching through 
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and Uttar Pradesh in the west, to Assam, 
Meghalaya, Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram, Manipur, and Nagaland in the 
northeast.  
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• Deccan Plateau: They live in the hilly areas of central India (Madhya Pradesh, 
Orissa, and, to a lesser extent, Andhra Pradesh); in this belt, which is bounded by 
the Narmada River to the north and the Godavari River to the southeast, tribal 
peoples occupy the slopes of the region's mountains.  

• Other tribals, the Santals, live in Bihar and West Bengal. There are smaller numbers 
of tribal people in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, and Kerala, in western India in Gujarat 
and Rajasthan, and in the union territories of Lakshadweep. 

• Tribal group of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands: Known to be the first group of 
people to migrate from Africa during early human civilization 70,000 years ago.  

 
They generally live outside the mainstream of Indian Hindu and Muslim society. Most 
ordinary Indians knew little about them. 
 
Socio-Economic challenges faced by tribals:  
 
a. Social challenges: 
 

• Alienation: Due to the British policy of divide and rule, Criminal Tribes Act, 
suppression of Thugi etc. has done a lot of damages to the tribal community and 
they bear the consequences of social alienation in society even till present day.  

• Health and Nutrition: In many parts of India tribal population suffers from chronic 
infections and diseases. Waterborne diseases, deficiency disease, Malnutrition, 
Infant mortality, Chronic illness etc. are some of them. 

• Women issues: Due to the cutting of trees and exploitation of forest resources, 
tribal women are forced to walk long distances in search of forest produce and 
firewood thereby affecting their health and threat to their life by wild animals.  

• Education: formal education has made very little impact on tribal groups. The 
government has come up with programs like Ekalavya schools, Hostel for ST 
students, coaching for ST students for competitive exams have created little 
impact.  

• The way of life: Due to the influence of outside culture via western media, 
missionary groups, the tribal way of life is getting affected and people have started 
imitating the western way of life. 

• Cultural issues: Due to outside influence, there is degeneration of tribal arts such as 
dance, music and different types of craft. 

 
b. Economic:  
 

• Land alienation: Removing of tribals from their land started from colonial time and 
exists even today in name of development. Due to the need for natural resources 
like forest products, minerals etc. they are forcefully evicted from their land.  

• Poverty and Indebtedness: Banking facilities in the tribal areas are as inadequate 
that the tribals have been forced to rely on moneylenders who charge exorbitant 
interest rate and push them into poverty.  

• Occupation: Tribals follow simple occupations depending on nature and forest 
produce. Due to alienation from land and lack of other skills, they are pushed to 
extreme poverty in life.  
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(Figures in %) 

Indicators All Social Groups STs 

Persons below poverty line in rural areas, 2011-
12 (Tendulkar Methodology) 

25.7             45.3 

Prevalence of Anemia in women (<12.0 grams 
per deciliter) 

55.3 68.5 

Child Mortality Rate 18.4 35.8 

Infant Mortality Rate 57.0 62.1 

Literacy Rate (Male) 80.9 68.5 

Literacy Rate (Female) 64.6 49.4 

Drop-out Rates (Class I - X) (2013-14 provisional) 47.4 62.4 

Good Houses 53.1 40.6 

Households availing latrine facilities within 
premises 

46.9 22.7 

Households having television 47.2 21.9 

Households having two wheeler 21.0 9.0 

Households with drinking water facilities at 
premises 

46.6 19.7 

Households using electricity as source of light 67.3 51.8 

 
Conclusion: 
 
Along with social and economic issue, they are also facing many other challenges especially 
migration of non-tribals into tribal areas and especially after LPG reforms due to 
development as a major concern, many tribal areas are becoming industrial centres 
threatening their future and existence.   
 

12. Only a socially empowered citizenry can contribute in nation building. Do you 
agree? Substantiate with the help of suitable examples.  
 
Introduction 
 
Social empowered citizens are those who have developed a sense of autonomy and self-
confidence, and acting individually and collectively to change social relationships and the 
institutions and discourses. 
 
It is often said that only socially empowered citizens can contribute to nation building: 
 

 Informed choices: Those people make informed choices and take proper decision 
that will reflect in tangible benefits. Ex: Voting pattern i.e. voting for right candidates 

 Long term objective: They take decision or plans keeping long term objectives in 
mind rather than short term goals. 
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 Lack skills: Socially marginalized often lack skills to undertake any important tasks 
and confidence to take decisions. 

 Good governance: Only socially empowered can make sure there is good governance 
in the nation. They are aware of the duties and rights of state towards citizen. So 
they make use of existing institutions to establish good governance.  

 Participative democracy: They can contribute in democratic system in form of public 
debates, discussion on policies and laws, criticism of unjust laws etc.  

 Accountable: They can hold government of the day accountable and responsible 
with their participation. Ex: Making use of RTI, PIL etc. 
 

In nation building it is not only the socially empowered who will contribute but each and 
every citizen of nation.  
 

 Even the weakest link is important in chain to hold it together.  

 Contribution in their own way: Even though their contribution may not be in form of 
direct participation like empowered groups but even they participate in their own 
way. Ex: Electing people among them to represent them at highest level like in 
parliament etc.  

 Unskilled and menial jobs: Marginalized groups provide unskilled labour and 
undertake menial jobs which are also important in economy.  

 
Provide a brief conclusion. You can include examples of NGO’s, co-operative societies and 
also other marginalized groups who have contributed in nation building.  
 
 

13. Why does regionalism in its various forms and manifestations flare up every 
now and then in India? Examine the underlying factors.  
 
Introduction:  
 
Regionalism is defined as a feeling of loyalty to a particular part of a country. In India 
regionalism are a very sensitive issue and flares up in various forms every now and then.  
 
Factors responsible for regionalism:  
 

• Linguistic identity: The creation of states post-independence was based on 
linguistic identity. The first state to protest for consolidation of Telugu language 
areas was Andhra Pradesh. 

• Development issues- Intra states disparity is wide even in developed states in India. 
Maharashtra, though being a developed state suffers from intrastate disparity and 
thus the demand for separate Vidarbha region. 

• Historical claims- History plays an important role in the recognition of regions. The 
demand for greater Nagalim by Nagas is due to the historical claims. 
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• Migration- Single Indian citizenship allows free movement of people from one state 
to another. Tripura, once dominated by Tripuris now stand a minority in the state 
due to the migration of Bengalis, thus the demand for Tripura land. Also illegal 
Bangladeshi’s in Assam.  

• Khalistan Movement: 1980s in Punjab for a Sikh homeland, where regional identity 
converged with religious identity. 

• Ethnic identity: tribal identity has always been a source of regional identity in India 
e.g.: the Jharkhand movement, Bodoland movement etc. 

• Pride: Regional pride rooted in language leading to hatred against people from 
other states. Ex: Hindi speaking people being attacked in Karnataka, protest against 
usage of Hindi posters in Metro stations in Karnataka. 

• Politics: Rise of regional parties, coalition politics, and son of soil theory have also 
fuelled regionalism sentiments in people.  

• Economic conditions: Lack of resources, the stress of existing resources, outsiders 
competing/taking limited job opportunity and creating a burden on limited 
available space and resources etc. also play a major role.  

 
Conclusion:  
 
Despite globalization, modernization (cosmopolitan nature), economic integration and 
increased migration within country ‘Regional Consciousness’ still prevails. Though there are 
certain advantages in regionalism as an ideology but in India, the constitution itself 
recognises rights for every citizen to move around the country freely and settle anywhere or 
in any part of the country.  

14. Do you think communalism in its political avatar and its real social 
manifestation presents different pictures? Illustrate.  
  
Introduction: 
  
The British were horrified during the Revolt of 1857, to see various social communities 
fighting side by side and under each other’s command against them. Roots of present 
communal tensions can be traced from the revolt. Communalism refers to a social setup or 
organization where individuals and groups show their allegiance towards their own 
commune which can be based on caste, religion or ethnicity. 
  
Communalism in politics: 

 Politicization of caste: Caste has got unusual and unexpected support from political 
parties leading to social unrest. Manipulations of religious sentiments for political 
gains. 

 Vote bank: Castes are treated as vote banks for politicians and political parties. Also, 
tickets are distributed based on caste strength in constituency and support of caste 
groups. 

 Caste based parties: there is the growth of caste-based political parties in certain 
regions of the country like AIMIM, PMK etc. 
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 Pressure groups: Caste-based groups influence political parties and major parties 
have support form dominant caste groups in each region. 

  
Communalism in social-economic conditions: 
 

 Unity: It is affecting the unity and social fabric of the country. 

 Radicalization: Due to communism, youths are getting radicalized by fringe elements 
to achieve short term gains. 

 Riots: Communal violence and riots are occurring in the nation due to communalism. 
Ex: Alwar lynching, Muzaffarnagar riots etc. 

 Economic growth and development: Due to riots like situation, tense situation and 
radicalization, the economic output of the country is getting affected. 

 Human resource: The demographic dividend of the country is being wasted due to 
communalism. Ex: There are rumours in the society that members from marginal 
communities do not get interview calls etc. 

  
Conclusion: 

• Communalism as an ideology in India is a result of colonial rule. In order to have a 
firm grip on power in the country, they followed divide and rule policy the 
consequences of which are present to this day. Not just political or socio-economic 
atmosphere is getting affected but is one of the major threats for the internal 
security of the country.  

 
 

15. Can secularism be imposed upon a country that is deeply religious? Critically 
examine.  
 
Introduction:  
 
Secularism in a real sense refers to indifference to or rejection or exclusion of religion and 
religious considerations in political activities or affairs of state. But in the Indian context, 
secularism means a state is neutral to all religious groups. 
 
Imposition of secularism forcefully by the state on its citizens in deeply religious society 
has created various issues: 
 

• Appeasement: State is criticised by members of majority community for the 
following appeasement as a state policy for votes and attaining political power. 

• Caste politics: It has led to the politicization of castes and creation of vote bank 
politics in India. 

• Minority’s criticism: Minorities argue that the state should not interfere in religious 
matters. Ex: In the issue of Triple Talaq, AIMPLB said that personal laws cannot be 
re-written in name of social reforms. 
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• Minorities fear: Minorities feel secularism will be nothing but imposing majoritarian 
views on minorities, the reason uniform civil code is being rejected still.  

• Reservations: majority religious people take it being disfavoured. Even positive 
discrimination in the matter of minorities is creating problems as people take it 
political appeasement. 

 
Positives of secularism:  
 

• Reservations: Reservations are provided for backward sections and marginalised 
groups of society. 

• Equal respect: Our secularism is a positive connotation where the state gives equal 
respect to all religion. 

• Protection to minorities: It is because of secularism, minorities are given protection 
under constitution under article 29 and 30 to preserve, protect and promote their 
religion. 

• Religious freedom: It is because of secularism principle; all religions are able to 
practice their faith without any fear and in free will. Freedom is guaranteed and 
nobody can take that away.  

• Social bonding: secularism has helped in strengthening the social bonding between 
communities. Ex: Various communities taking part in celebrations like Ganesha 
festival, Onam, Garba etc.  
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